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0ld Dandy was among those whom I went after in this
xpedition. He was perhaps seventy years old at the time,
but his appearance did not indicate that age. A small,
thin man, of rather insignificant appearance, he was
nevertheless the only Winnebago who, since the breaking
up of tribal relations in 1848, was generally respected as
the chief of the tribe. Old Dandy went to Washington in
1828, in company with old Chachipkaka (War Eagle), Yel-
low Thunder, and my father, to interview the president.
0Old Dandy’s camp was near the Wisconsin river dells, but
we could not find him. He had made up his mind that he
would not go to Long Prairie, and had given notice that it
was of no use to try and induce him. He finally came in
to La Crosse of his own accord, however, and repeated his
determination not to go. He was not disturbed.

The Winnebagoes did not like it in Minnesota. For one
thing, they were afraid of the Chippewas, who were too
near Long Prairie to make it a safe place for a Winnebago.
They always preferred the woods and rivers of Wisconsin,
where game was plenty and life untrammeled, to existence
upon a reservation, where their conduct was circumscribed
by set rules, where they had to work too diligently for an
existence tosuit them, and the hardships were greater than
in their old territory. So they soon came back. A good
many returned before cold weather set in, as soon as they
had got their payment at Long Prairie. I came back to
Wisconsin in the early winter, after a short visit, and sev-
eral of the disgusted Indians were on the steamboat from
St. Paul, with me. General J. E. Fletcher, the agent for
all the Winnebagoes, was also aboard. It always seemed
to me that the removal was unnecessary, and involved use-
less hardships, as well as curtailed their general fund, for
the expenses of transportation were taken out of their
payment. The small proportion who remained at Long
Prairie were afterwards moved to Blue Earth county,’ near
Mankato, Minnesota; and thence, after a time, up the Mis-

! The treaty of February 27, 1855, proclaimed March 23, gave them a tract
eighteen miles square, on the Blue Earth river.— Ep.



